
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-037

NPDES NO. CA0029793

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

TECHNICAL COATINGS COMPANY AND
BENJAMIN MOORE AND COMPANY
1000 WALSH AVENUE
SANTA CLARA, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Technical Coatings Company (hereinafter referred to as a
discharger), a wholly owned subsidiary of Benjamin Moore and
Company, by application dated September 25, 1990, and
supplements of early 1991, has applied for issuance of waste
discharge requirements under the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System ( NPDES) .

2. The discharger owns and operates a paint manufacturing
facility located at 1000 Walsh Avenue, Santa Clara, Santa
Clara County. Prior to development as a paint manufacturing
facility in 1950, the site was used for agricultural purposes,
presumably a fruit orchard.

3. In March of 1983 organic solvents were detected in the soil
and shallow groundwater in the immediate vicinity of an
underground tank farm. Tank contents were removed after
pollution was discovered. It has been reported that 13 of the
14 tanks and some polluted soil were excavated during the
period August 5 through September 18, 1985. (The one remaining
tank was filled with cement; thus all 14 tanks were removed
from service. )

Subsequent subsurface investigations by the discharger have
revealed organic-chemical pollution in soils and groundwater
beneath and downgradient of the site.

4. Early chemical analyses identified more than 25 pollutants at
this site. There are approximately ten chemicals of concern at
present; analytical results indicate up to 3100 ppm (parts per
million) methyl isobutyl ketone, 140 ppm toluene, and 620 ppm
total xylene in groundwater. Benzene has been detected in
groundwater offsite at 14 ppm. Other chemicals detected in
soil and groundwater samples include ethylbenzene,
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